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Reported 
No Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. Po vnoom so BOUARER. 
BENGALI. 
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Weekly. no subscribers have 
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I.—Fore1en POLirics. 


ul Mateen of the 13th July has the following :— | 
— After the death of the late Shah of Persia, we 
The Hublul Mateen newspaper informed Persia through the medium of this journal 
week i este of the attitude which might be taken up by the 
kingdoms around her if she was engaged in a civil war. The writings were 
not directed specially against the English Government. They had reference 
to all kingdoms which lie about the frontiers of Persia, such as Russia, Turkey, 
and others. But as a considerable portion of the frontier of India abuts on 
that of Persia, the reference to Englund was somewhat prominent. In writing 
this we were inspired by no other sentiment than a sense of duty towards our 
mother country and the people who are dear to us. We had indeed no inten- 
tion of creating ill-feeling between Persia and England, or to set one against 
the other. In those articles we, for instance, more than once =f that we have 
nothing to do with the past; we want to see the same peace which existed in 
the past preserved in the future. We might, however, under the impulse of 
our patriotic feeling, have used somewhat strong language. 

We have heard from a reliable source that Government, whether with a 
good or a bad motive we do not know, wants information about the Editor of 
the Hublul Mateen. Every man has his friends as well as his foes. So we do 
not think it out of place to give here a short account of ourselves, so that our 
enemies may not grow powerful against us, and that it may bear a testimony 
to our character in a time of emergency. 

Our name is Syed Jalaluddin, and we are the son of the late Aga 
Muhammad Reza, who was one of the most pious and respectable Olama of 
Kashan in Persia, which is our birthplace. Our respected father, however, 
subsequently removed his residence to Teheran. After the death of our father 
we stayed for some-time in Ispahan in pursuit of learning, and afterwards went 
to Samer in Iraki-Arabi and placed ourselves under the tutorship of Mirza 
Muhammad Hassan of Shiraz. After completing our studies we visited many 
important towns in foreign countries. During the last seven years we have 
been residing in India, and have visited, during this time, Bombay, Rangoon, 
and other important places. For the last four years we have lived only in 
Caleutta carrying on commercial business with Singapore and engaged for 
the last three years in editing the Hublul Mateen newspaper. There is none 
in India or elsewhere who can say that we wrote anything to disturb the 
public peace. More than ten thousand Indians who know our moral character 
will unhesitatingly say that we are lovers of peace and the humankind. 
Moreover, a true well-wisher of Persia will nct deny the benefits which that 
country has been deriving from her friendly relations with England. How 
can it be possible for us, a foreigner, to assume a hostile attitude towards the 
English Government, especially when its subject-people are so prosperous and. 
contented? It seems that some selfish men, out of personal grudge, are desirous 
of bringing about the ruin of this journal. As they can do nothing single- 
handed, they are anxious to get the help of Government in doing the mischief. 

Such is our biography which we lay before the authorities in order that 
it may falsify the statements of those selfish men who are probably instigating 
Government against us. Bk 


II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)— Police. 


2. A correspondent of the Charu Mihir of the 22nd June, writing from 
Chaukidars and badmashes in Vigdari in the Kishorganj subdivision of the 
a village in the Mymensingh dis- Mymensingh district, complains of neglect of duty 
trict. by the village chaukidars, and draws attention to 
the oppressions which are committed by certain badmashes, who have made it 
difficult for respectable people to keep their honour safe at their hands. 

3. The Hitavadi of the 17th July complains of great oppression by 
“Oppression by gundas and sol. J¥ndas and English soldiers at Dum-Dum and on 
diers at Dum Dum and on the the Jessore-Calcutta road. One Siddheswar Das 
Jessore-Calcutta road. was beaten the other day by gundas near the Dum- 
Dum police-station. None of the offenders could be apprehended that day. 


HvsBLvL MarTszen, 
July 13th, 1896. 


CHako Mini, 
June 22nd, 1896, 


ee 


SaNJIVANI, 
July 18th, 1896. 
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The next day some milkmen living in the gaukhana were arrested. They are 
now on their trial. 

Another day a respectable woman and a boy were chased by some English 
soldiers near the factory. The woman was rescued by a factory officer ang 
some coolies. It is not safe now to walk alone along that road after dusk. 
The road should be more carefully guarded. ; av 

4, The Sanjivani of the 18th July says that a mad jackal is doing great 

soe mischief in Dakshin Barasat, a village in tho 
jackal, 


24-Parganas district. People do not venture out 
of home at nightfall. 


5. A correspondent of the same paper (Durga Charan Ghosh) contradicts 

the statements which were published against a 

The Mymensingh tahsildar's case. => mensingh tahsildar in its issue of the 27th June 
(see Report on Native Papers for week ending 4th July 1896, paragraph 8), 

6. The same paper has the following :— 

On the 15th July last, Mr. James Scott, senior 
_ A native wounded bya gunshot partner of the firm of Finlay, Muir and Company, 
waicaceietacs was charged with a serious offence at the Court of 
the Presidency Magistrate for the Northern Division, Calcutta. It is alleged 
that on Sunday, the 12th July last, five up-country natives were talking in a room 
on the ground floor of the office of Andrew, Yule and Company, of Clive Row. 
They were all of a sudden taken aback by the report of a gun and heard a 
bullet rebounding from the door. They all cried out in fear:—‘‘ Saheb, don’t 
fire, don’t fire again, or you will kill a man.’ The next moment there was 
another gun-fire, and a bullet came straight and struck one of the men in the eye, 
Ramcharan Upadhyay, the wounded man, advanced a few steps, and sat down 
in sheer exhaustion, Blood trickled down his eyes in profusion. The police 
was at once communicated with, and Ramcharan was lodged in the Medical 
College Hospital. Medical examination showed that the bullet had not entered 
the eye, but had shattered its apple and forced it out of its socket. No danger 
to Ramcharan’s life is ined, but one of his eyes will be destroyed for ever. 
The poor man who was a collecting peon in the service of the Indian Daily News 
is now under medical treatment in the College Hospital. 

We learn, on making an enquiry, that the relatives of the injured man com- 
plained to the police against the offending European. But the Inspector who 
enquired into the complaint reported that the incident was purely accidental, 
and the police was therefore not in a position to take up the case. The Deputy 
Coinmissioner, too, who was next communicated with, held the same opinion, 
and treated the complaint lightly. : 

It should not be forgotten that no one is allowed to fire a gun in Calcutta. 
We know that the Europeans and Eurasians can keep fire-arms withovt licenses, 
but they are not allowed to use them in Calcutta. We may treat the destruction 
of the poor man’s eye as a small incident—even the murder of a native by a 
European is treated as such—and it is no doubt sheer impertinence on the part 
of a native to complain against a European who destroys his eye. But the police 
ought to have taken some notice of the man who had the hardihood to break 
the law which it is its duty to maintain. Mr. James Scott is no doubt a big 
man ; he is a man of wealth and is on intimate terms with big European officials. 
We know all this. But still we say that the police ought to have made an 
investigation, at least for the sake of the law, if not for the sake of Ramcharan. 
Seeing the police indifferent in the matter, Dayaram, a near relative of 
Ramcharan, has prosecuted Mr. James Scott. 

We do not know if Mr. James Scott is guilty of the offence with which he 
ischarged. We are not at all sure that he is the European who fired the gun. 


= * whe ed —— ag # a European fired at the poor man from the upper 
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the theft of seven seers of rice, the keeping of a cowshed without a license, but 
is entirely silent about this important case. The incident, however, has created 
a great sensation in Calcutta, and the public is anxious to know the result of the 
case against Mr. Scott. We have heard many things about the case from a 
trustworthy source, and may give them publicity after the trial is over. 


7. Acorrespondent of the Bangavasi of the 18th J uly writes that the 
poy een dead body of one Anukul Chandra Ghosh, youngest 
sn the Hooghly district. s° son of one Nava Gopal Ghosh, of Madhupur, a 
village in the Hooghly district, was one day found 
tied to an Ashshewra tree. On the 10th July last the Chanditala police sent 
the dead body to Serampore. It did not appear to any one, from the manner in 
which the dead body was tied to the tree, that the case was one of suicide. 
The dead body was already in the process of decomposition. The police is 
investigating the case, but nothing has as yet come out of the investigation. 


(6;— Working of the Courts. 


8. The Purulia correspondent of the Som Prakash of the 13th July says 
that Babu Lalit Kisor Mitra, pleader, admitted 
having written out for the Deputy Magistrate, 
Babu Upendra Nath Mukharji, the judgment in the 
driving case of Sadasukh Marwari, in which the accused was discharged. 
A Deputy Magistrate is a highly-paid officer who ought not to require the help 
of a pleader in writing out judgments. | 


9. The Murshidabad HMitatshi of the 15th July has the following :— 

The amalgamation of the Domkol-Azimgan} 
munsifi in the Murshidabad district with the Sadar 
was objected to; and the objection was perfectl 
reasonable, The munsifi was composed of the two thanas, Goss and Jalangi, 
and of the more distant villages in these two thanas, such as Bihuar1, Katlamari, 
Maricha, Dayarampur, Parespur, Nrisinhapur, Nilambarpara, Sagarpara, 
Baramese, and Bamanabad, some are 38, 40 or even 45 miles from the 
Sadar. Bamanabad, Baramese and Katlamari send about 100 to 150 suits 
every year for trial, Sadikhan Diar and the adjoining places about 100, 
Parespur and Dayrampur and the neighbouring places about the same number, 
and Nilambarpara and Sagarpara about 400 to 500. So, if the total number 
of suits which come every year from places which were subject to the Azimganj 
munsifi be taken to be 2,000, half the number of such suits come from 
the distant parts above named, It is therefore easy to see why people objected 
to the abolition of the munsifi. The reason assigned for the abolition, that the 
Court, situated as it was, had not sufficient work to do, seems to have been 
quite insufficient. For since the abolition, one munsif in the Sadar is fully 
taken up with suits coming from the jurisdiction of the abolished munsifi. 
But supposing that Azimganj suits cannot keep one munsif wholly engaged, 
it is certain that a re-adjustment of jurisdictions like the following will do so, 
while it will be very convenient to the public. Let a munsifi be located not 
at Domkol, but either at Islampur on the Bhairab, or at some convenient place 
opposite to Dangapara on the other side of the river, and comprise not only 
the old Azimganj jurisdiction, but the thanas Hariharpara a Bhagwangola 
as well, the former being taken out of the Sadar munsifi and the latter out of 
the Lalbagh munsifi. Hariharpara is about 16 miles from the Sadar, and will 
be about the same distance from the proposed munsifi. Bhagwangola will be, 
itis true, slightly more distant from it than it is from Lalbagh, but it will 
suffer no inconvenience. Chaitpur is the most distant village in Bhagwangola ; 
itis about 24 miles from Lalbagh, and will not be more than 34 or 36 miles 
from the proposed munsifi. But avery small number of suits come from this 
village and the places near it, whilst most villages in Bhagwangola will not be 
more than 6 to 10 miles from the proposed munsifi. The detaching of 
Hariharpara from the Sadar will not throw any Sadar munsif out of work, for 
at present the work of one thana in the Sadar has to be done by the Subordi- 
nate Judge, who, even without it, would have his hands quite full. Or the 
Lalbagh munsifi may be abolished, the thanas still belonging to it being 
attached to the Sadar, and giving the Sadar an additional munsif from time 


Babu Upendra Nath Mukharii, 
Deputy Magistrate of Purulia. 


Wanted a munsifi and a subdivi- 
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BaN@aVasl, 


July 18th, 1896, 


Som PRaxkasH, 


July 13th, 1896, 


MuURSHIDABAD 
HITAISHI, 
July 15th, 1896, 


BankuURA DaRPAN, 
July 16th, 1896. 


» 
i | HitTavaDI, 
July 17th, 1896, 


EPS L 
HEIN 


' we3 


to time. When there will not be sufficient work at Sadar, this officer can be 
sent to any other munsifi in the district where there may be pressure of work. 

Not only should the Azimganj munsifi be revived, but the abolition of the 
Lalbagh subdivision has made it necessary that a new subdivision should be 
created in Azimganj with jurisdiction concurrent with that of the suggested 
munsifi. The abolition of the Lalbagh subdivision has been attended with 
no material reduction of its criminal work: the only effect of its abolition has 
been to throw the whole of that work on Honorary Magistrates, which is by no 
means a satisfactory arrangement. ‘There will be some additional criminal 
work in the Sadar if the work done by a Magistrates in Asanpur, 
Manulyabazar, &c., be made over to stipendiary Magistrates in the town, but 
there will also be some decrease of the Sadar work in conseqence of the 
taking out of Hariharpara. The necessity of a separate subdivision in the 
eastern part of the district has been long felt. Riots and other breaches of the 
peace are very frequent in those parts, and it is not advisable to keep them 
without a criminal court of their own. 


Matters should be clearly explained to the Lieutenant-Governor when he 
comes to Murshidabad. 


10. The Bankura Darpan of the 16th July writes as follows :— 


Sir Charles Elliott has left the country, but the 

Maladministration of justice in people of Bengal are still smarting under the effects 
— of his actions. During his admunistration justice 
was dispensed in the courts, not with an eye to uprightness and impartiality, but 
with an eye to rapid despatch of business. The larger the number of disposals 
that a judicial officer could show, the higher was his promotion. Under this 
system people lost their confidence in the law courts. Justice is not dispensed. 
in this country gratis. Large fees in the shape of court-fees have to be paid 
in order to obtain justice. And we ask a noble-minded ruler like Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie to say what the feelings of suitors not getting justice even at such a 
cost must be. ‘There are Hakims who care more for their appointments than for a 
conscientions administration of justice. These men only care to be quick, and 
they either do not hear pleaders, or hear them with their judgments already 
settled in their minds or written out. And some of them run so fast as even to 
make up in théir minds before hearing a case whether they should decree or 
dismiss it. Such officers do the country incalculable harm, and Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie should see that they are freed of their file-clearing mania. Govern- 
ment has only to depute one or two experienced Judges to examine the records 


_ of cases disposed of by such Hakims in order to be able to see how justice is at 


present administered in Bengal. 
11. The Aitaradi of the 17th July writes as follows :— 


We must speak again to-day of Mr. Heard and 

oe Se pe his doings. That eulainiiiaeie gentleman is not 

yet cured of his habit of impressing peoplefor public works. His habit of 

procuring provisions is almost cured, but he is still doing justice to himself by 

conducting himself heroically in many other matters, In this rainy season he 

has commenced making his tour of inspection. According to Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie’s Tour Resolution an officer should remain at least for two days eve 


week at head-quarters. Mr. Heard has, however, now been absent from head- 
quarters for nearly a month. 


It is not our intention here to refer to the inconveniences which people 


are suffering from Mr. Heard’s staying long in the mufassal. What we 


have to say here is that it is far from being a safe or convenient ar- 


rangement that records and other papers should be sent by dak to Mr. 
Heard in the mufassal. In the winter two peons are specially told off 
to carry dak intothe mufassal. There are no such peons now. Dak has there- 
fore to be sent by impressed coolies, Sometimes poor people who come to 
Deoghur to sell wood, &c., are impressed in this way. 

It is said that Mr. Heard’s nazir wrote to him objecting to this practice. 
lie suggested that papers should be sent from Deoghur by ddk upto Madhupur, 


whence Mr. Heard should have them conveyed by trustworth 
ghatwals and other zamindars. Mr, yea by trustworthy men supplied by 


. Heard, however, paid no heed to this 
representation, but directed that ddk should continue to be sent by impressed 
coolies as before. 


( 713 ) 


On the 5th July last Mr. Heard was in camp at Karo. A man was 
impressed by two peons and dak was sent by him to Karo. Karo is not less 
than 30 miles from Deoghur, and three rivers without ferries have to be crossed 
on the way. 

Besides the dak the poor man was given also a pot of water to carry. 
The man was paid only two annas as his remuneration for carrying the dak 
over that long’ distance. The man set off with the dak and the water-pot. 
But there is no trace since either of him or of the dak, and no one knows 
whether he has destroyed the dék and run away, or has been spirited away by 
a ghost or devoured by a tiger or crocodile or drowned. 

Many important documents filed by litigants and many official papers have 
in this way been lost. The police has been ordered to make an enquiry, and 
Mr. Heard has signified his desire to reward the person who shall recover the 
dék. But there is no trace yet of the d4k. The two peons who impressed 
the cooly have been suspended pending the recovery of the d4k. The address 
which the impressed cooly gave is now suspected to be false. Will anybody 
believe that this has actually occurred under British rule? Will anybody 
believe that labourers are impressed under British rule, and that under that rule 
officials when making tours compel people to supply them with provisions free 
of charge ? 

This matter, too, will probably be hushed up like Mr. Heard’s practice 
of compelling zamindars to supply him with provisions. We had Mr. Heard’s 
original parwana in our possession, and we undertook to prove our charges against 
Mr. Heard to the letter. But our evidence was not taken, and the matter was 
hushed up. This matter, too, will probably be explained away as an accident. 
The Commissioner will content himself with calling for a nominal explanation, 
and the Lieutenant-Governor, too, will not press the matter. 


But will the reputation of the authorities remain unsullied if guilty 
i: officials are dealt with in this way? We would like to ask whether prestige 
# is destroyed by properly punishing guilty officials or by winking at their 
offences. We hope that Sir Alexander Mackenzie will carefully attend to this 
matter. If things like these can happen under him without anybody being 
punished for them, his reputation will surely be sullied. 


12. The same paper says that Mr. Jarbo, the Deputy Magistrate of 
ee ee Rampur Hat, sent two persons, Micchu and Bahar, 
ui dian 5" who were charged under section 123 of the Indian 
Penal Code, to hayat for their failure to furnish 
security for good behaviour. The Sessions Judge, however, on a review of 
the case, ordered, on the 9th March last, that they should be discharged on 
their own securities. But the men were not discharged till the Ist April. 
Micchu and Bahar are, indeed, too poor and helpless to institute a suit against 
Mr. Jarbo for illegally detaining them in hajat for three weeks. But such 
oppression must cast a stain on the reputation of the English Government. 


13. The same paper says that, armed with a search warrant from 
wr Mr. Radice, the Comilla police searched the house of 
Pee _ the local Subordinate Judge for stolen goods 
in spite of repeated protests by the latter. No stolen goods, however, could be 
found in the house. The agitation of the mutter in the press alarmed the 
Subordinate Judge, and he called at Mr. Radice’s house with a view to satisfy 
him that he had nothing to do with the agitation. But Mr. Radice did not 
see him. . 


Some time ago the Subordinate Judge had dismissed a servant of his for 
grave misconduct. This dismissed servant prevailed upon six of his fellow- 
servants to leave the Subordinate Judge’s service. He used also to come to the 
Subordinate Judge’s house when the latter was away from home and make dis- 
turbances there. Hewas again slandering his former master everywhere. One 
day when out for a walk the Subordinate Judge found this dismissed servant 

ing with his chaprast. Seeing him the chaprausi ran away, but the dismissed 
servant stood right in his path making grimaces. The Subordinate Judge 
asked him again and again to move away, but the man would not hear him. 
Losing his temper the Subordinate Judge struck the man with his stick on the 
leg. The man < te instituted a suit against the Subordinate Judge. It 1s 
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not known whether he did so at anybody’s instigation. The case was made 
over to two Honorary Magistrates for disposal. They investigated the charge 
and granted summonses against the Subordinate Judge. But at this stage 
Mr. Radice brought the case over to his own file, and without allowing t 
defendant to enter upon his defence, sentenced him to pay @ fine of Rs. 20, He 
observes in his judgment :—“‘ It would have been more dignified had he taken no 
notice of the complainant’s annoying words and gestures. These observations 
certainly indicate a very Christian temper. But there is nothing in his antece. 
dents that can lead one to suppose that he would have shown more forbearance 
than the Subordinate Judge under similar provocation. 


14, The same paper says that Babu Harish Chandra Mitra, First Munsif 

of Sealdah was beaten on the 5th June last on 

The Hirst Munsif of Sealdah. = 5, way home from Court. Aghor Chandra Ghosh, 

a peon of his Court, informed the Munsif that a week before the occurrence he 

had heard several peons consulting among themselves as to how they could beat 

him. On the strength of this information the Munsif charged five peons with 

the offence, and without fixing beforehand any date for holding an enquiry, 

suddenly on the 4th July last, after the Court had risen, told the accused peons 

to cross-examine Aghor if they liked. The peons said that before Gross- 

examining Aghor they would like to cross-examine his witnesses But the 

Munsif would not allow this. On the 7th July last the Munsif suspended each 

of the accused peons for six months. The writer is grieved at this conduct of 
the Munsif. 


15. The Sanjivani of the 18th July complains of the conduct of Maulvi 
Ahmed, Subdivisional Officer of J pee in the 

The case against the Police Sub- Mymensingh district, in the case in which the Sub- 
a ocndues qoimalpur in the Inspector of Police of that place is charged by one 
Kumarennessa under section 376 of the Indian Penal 

Code. The case was instituted on the 19th June and the complainant was 
present in person with her witnesses. But the Subdivisional Officer asked her 
to appear the next day. The next day was a Musalman holiday, and the com- 
plainant and her witnesses failed to appear, and the trial was consequently post- 
oned to the 25th June. That day, however, the witnesses did not appear. 
he complainant applied for summonses against them, and the trial was post- 
poned to the 7th July. On the 6th July the complainant applied for the 
transfer of the case to the file of the District Magistrate, but her application 
was refused. The complainant had the trial postponed by wiring to the 
District ae On the 1!th July when the case was taken up the com- 
plainant cited the Deputy Magistrate as one of her witnesses, but the Court 
refused 1o — her application. After the examination of some of the wit- 


nesses and of the report of the Chemical Analyser the case was postponed to the 
18th July. 


The complainant submitted her cloth for chemical examination the very day 
she lodged her complaint. But the Deputy Magistrate instead of sending it to 
the Chemical Examiner put it ina sealed tin box and handed it over to the 
complainant. ‘The box was produced the next day, but was not sent to the 
Chemical Examiner. On the 25th June the complainant filed an application 


praying for the chemical examination of her cloth, and the Court was obliged 
to send it to the Chemical Analyser. 


_ The Government medical practitioner of Jamalpur deposed that the com- 
plainant was violated immediately before she lodged the complaint. Two 
chaukidars deposed against the accused, and the writer has received the follow- 
ing telegram rom a gentleman of position in Jamalpur, which speaks for 
itself :— 
os “Several witnesses in Jamalpur case hare been examined by Deputy 
- — Case is adjourned. Police Inspector is holding independent enquiry. 

n the meantime prosecutrix and her witnesses are kept in daily attendance 
pore gy and subjected to maltreatment. Two chaukidars gave evidence 
ana +. — — ; their badges and uniforms have been taken away under 

Spector s orders. Witnesses are being examined at Inspector’s private reéi- 

present there. Result of this enquiry is fully 


dence. None is allowed to be 
anticipated. Great :ensation prevails,” 
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16. The Chinsura ee oe = the a 2 uly says that in the abduction 
; case.of Gopmath Mehter versus Bidha Mehter, in 
deni. of the Magistrate which the complainant is a servant of the Magistrate 
| of Hooghly, and which is now pending before the 
Assistant Magistrate of that place, the District Magietrate issued’ an order 
empowering the complainant to search the defendant’s house personally and 
bring back his wife who had been enticed away. The complainant accord- 
ingly proceeded to Calcutta, where the defendant resides, and not only 
searched his lodgings, but committed various oppressions on him and on the 
owner of the house. But he did not find his wife there. He, however, report- 
ed to the Magistrate that he had caught his wife, but that the accused and the 
owner of the house in which he lodged had snatched away the woman from 
his grasp and had beaten him. The Magistrate framed a charge of assault 
against those two men, and sent it to the Assistant Magistrate for tiial. It 
is difficult to see under what law the Magistrate empowered the complainant 
to make a search personally in the accused’s house, and made over the charge 
of assault for trial to the Assistant Magistrate of Hooghly, though the assault 
took place in Caleutta.. Such arbitrary conduct on the part of a responsible 
officer like a District Magistrate is really to be regretted. — : 
17. <A correspondent of the Chéru Mihir of the 22nd June complains that 
his Shieh dees Mies Hh the two Collectorate clerks who have been em- 
unace in the Byiasadiagh district. ployed as kanungos in the Mymensingh district 
under the Road Cess Revaluation Special Deputy 
Collector possess no knowledge of the methods of surveying and classifying 
lands. Yet it is on the report of these two officers that the Deputy Collector 
is assessing the cess on lands which are entered in Part I of the Road Cess 
Returns as ‘uncultivated land,” ‘land unfit for cultivation,” and soon. The 
Deputy Collector should remember that these men have an interest in increas- 
ing the cess, and will do well to consider their reports in the presence of the 
parties. 
(71)— Education. : 
18. The Bankura Darpn of the 16th July cannot approve of the action 
eka aa of Government in declining to establish an indus- 
for Bankura, _sétrial school in Bankura, because the Bankura Muni- 
cipality refused to contribute towards its mainten- 
ance. The Government grant of Rs. 25 a month and the District Board’s 
monthly grant of Rs. 50 together would be quite sufficient to maintain at least 
a small school. But if there is no intention to establish an industrial school, 
at least a survey school, of which Bankura has long felt the want, should be 


CHINSURA VaRTA- 


VAHA, ie 


July 19th, 1896. 


CHarv MIHBIR, 
June 22nd, 1896. 


BANKURA DARPAN, 
July 16th, 1896. 


established with the Government and District Board grants of Rs. 75 a month, © 


Such an institution will soon become self-supporting. 
19, The Hitavadi of the 17th July has the following :— 


oe We are not, we confess, satisfied with the repl 
Peon sone | SS Semee for given at the last meeting of the Bengal faa | 
to the interpellation on the subject of the multi- 
plicity of text-books prescribed for the different examinations in this country. 
For the text-books which from time to time are appointed for the University 
examinations, it is the University, and not Government, that is responsible. 
Government, however, has a direct responsibility in the matter of prescribing 
text-books for the vernacular examinations, beginning with the lower primary 
and ending with the minor. But as regards such text-books no protest or 
complaint has reached the authorities for some years past. The number of 
candidates for the vernacular examinations has gone on increasing year after 
year, and nobody has hitherto complained of either the high price or the 
multiplicity of those text-books. 
here would have been, however, no end of complaints if complaints 
had borne fruit, and if complainants had not run the risk of getting themselves 
into trouble. . That school-masters did not venture to protest was because they 
feared that protest would do them harm. The pundits in the vernacular 
schools of the country, a8 a body, were silent, because they feared that their 
opposition might be regarded by the authorities as a proof of their inability 
to teach the prescribed text-books. The subject was indeed occasionally 
noticed in the newspapers. But Government was very probably unable to 
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tend to the weak protests made from time to time in the native press on the 
a ject of these ex molnabiciin and text-books. It isa fact that in this connec- 
tion temperate and well-reasoned protests have more than once appeared in the 
vernacular newspapers, but they have not attracted the attention of Government. 

It is not possible for the boys in the vernacular schools to acquire an 
real knowledge under the existing arrangements. A boy of eight years of age is 
required to learn by rote no less than sixteen different text-books. He must 
read prose and poetry and grammar and history and geography and physical 
geography, learn arithmetic and geometry and surveying and mensuration, 
and make himself acquainted with the elements of chemistry and hygiene, 
And it would probably be well if he could acquire some knowledge of zoology 
and botany to boot. But the thought does not seem to have once crossed 
the minds of the sympathetic men who direct the education of native youths 
that this attempt to stuff a boy’s brains with so many branches of learning must 
cause him head disease, that though it exercises his memory, it gives no sco 
for the exercise of his reason, that it impairs his bodily health by putting an 
undue strain on his mental faculties, and that it leads to the waste of a good 
deal of his valuable time—years of boyhood—by needlessly making him learn 
by rote things which are perfectly useless. ! 

In going through his geography in Bengali, the boy learns by rote that 
Lopatka is to the south of Kamtschatka, and when subsequently he studies 
geography in English, he will have to repeat the same lesson in that language. 
He learns the chemical designation of water and thinks that he has beaten all 
chemists hollow. But in afterlife, when he enters the world, although he ma 
find himself dying of thirst, nobody will hn him a drop of water, and this 
precious knowledge of chemistry will do him no good. It is very probable 
that in the battle of life he will have nothing to do with either Lopatka or 
Kamtschatka. Aud yet for the purpose of learning the names of places like 
these he has to forego many of tbe pleasures of boyhood, waste a good deal 
of his priceless time, time, that is, which could be profitably spent in obtain- 
ing true education, and subject himself to physical hardship and suffering. 
For the sake of learning, that priceless treasure, the boy has to carry the heap 
of rubbish: in which it lies buried, and the labour dwarfs his body, destroys his 
mental peace, and shortens his life. | 

A subject-people as we are, we find ourselves obliged to learn a forei 
language, and not only a foreign language, but also every thing that has to be 
learnt through the medium of that foreign language. Educational arrange- 
ments very different from those that now obtain in the country will have tobe 
made if ever the time comes for imparting education through the medium of the 
vernaculars. But it is earnestly to be desired that in the meantime steps will 
be taken to prevent the loss of money and health to which pupils of the 
vernacular schools of the country are subjected in consequence of their being 
required to read a multitude of subjects and text-books, 

Those who have at all thought over the matter fully concur in our views. 
In the course of his speech at the recent Provincial Conference at Krishnagar, 
Babu Hirendra Nath Datta, a Premchand Roychand student, who is well 
acquainted with the system of education prevailing in the (Calcutta University, 

expressed the opinion that the faulty system of education pursued in our schools 
and in the University is proving ruinous to native youths. That distinguished 
scholar, Babu Chandra Nath Bose, the Bengali Translator to Government, 
and a member of the Central Text-Book Committee, has also expressed himself 
similarly. ‘lhe matter was incidentally referred to in his speech on the occa- 
sion of the last anniversary of the Bangiya Sahitya Parisad. Babu Chandra 
Nath condemned the present system of education and said that it would be 
the cause of the country’s future decay. ‘here is no difference of opinion 
among knowing people as to the fact that all through his educational career, 
namely, from the lowest form of the vernacular school to his B.A. class 
eal gat Fag: bs rermaeenes with a multiplicity of subjects and text- 
. 1uace OF in e ee ° ° ° 
therefore one which is euicianiie fo be cepted Government in this matter 18 
20. The same paper learns from a correspondent that some students of 

The Narkaldanga Minor School, © .Narkaldanga Minor School wanted transfer 


certificates, which were refused by the Head Master 
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and the Secretary of the School, who did not even deign to reply to the letters 
which the guardians of the boys wrote to them asking for such certificates. The 
guardians then appealed to the Deputy Inspector of Schools enclosing postage 
stamps for the favour of a reply. ut they have received no reply from that 
oficer. It is hoped that the Director of Public Instruction will attend to the 


matter. 
21. The Pratikar of the 17th July says that those 


acquainted with the 


working of the Pn and Middle schools 
” = subjects and text-booksread = will not be satisfied with the reply which was given 


by Mr. Finucane to the interpellation regarding the 
books and subjects read therein. There is not the shadow of a doubt that great 
mischief is done to boys of a tender age by compelling them to read a number 
of unnecessary subjects. 

22. An experienced officer in the Education Department writes as follows 
in the Sanjivant of the 18th July :— 

A statement made by Babu Hirendra Nath Datta 
in his speech in the last Bengal Provincial Con- 
ference on the system of education in this country reflects discredit on the 
intelligence and judgment of the educational authorities. It is nece that 
the statement should be contradicted, and it should be pointed out that it 1s 
entirely without a foundation. Babu Hirendra Nath says in support of his 
indictment against the Education Department that boys of five to eight years 
who read for the lower primary examination have to master the contents of as 
many as nine books containing 750 pages, boys of eight to ten years who 
prepare for the upper primary examination have to read no less than twelve 
books containing 2,000 pages, and boys under thirteen years have to read 
fourteen books containing 3,000 pages if they appear in the middle vernacular 
examination, or sixteen books containing 3,500 pages if they appear in the 
middle English examination. This reckless statement clearly shows that the 
speaker has never in his life seen a primary pathsala or a middle vernacular or 
a middle English school. Boys of six years and over generally enter the 
pathsala in this country, and my twenty years’ experience of the vernacular 
schools bears me out when I say that few boys under ten years read in the 
lower primary examination class, the age of no less than 90 per cent. of 
them varying from i0 to 12 years, Most of the boys who read in the upper 
primary examination class are from 11 to 14, and those who read for a higher 
examination such as the middle English or the middle vernacular examination 
are generally from 13 to 17. 

As regards the so-called multiplicity of text-books complained of by the 
speaker, a list of text-books prescribed for each of the examinations under notice 
will be a complete refutation of his statement. Here is the list of the text- 
books prescribed for the lower primary examination :— 


The courses for the vernacular 
examinations. 


Pages. 

1. Handwriting... a ‘os 0% vas 
2. Deciphering of handwriting 
3. Nutan Path ... sxe : a 
4. Arithmetic (Bengali) up to compound division = ud ee 
5. Subhankari (Mankasha, Serkasha, Sonakasha, Bighakati, Kathakalt, 

Jamabands and Masmahina) was “ sais 
6. Mental arithmetic (in Bengali) oss ai 
7. Zamindari accounts — ‘in 
8. Mensuration (in Bengali) ons vie ae 
9. Sarir Palan _... ae oe 36 

or 
Swasthyaraksha Pravestka 44 
Total ... 115 or 128 


The only text-books that the boys have got to read are Nutan Path and Saral 
Sarir Palan or Swasthyaraksha Pravesika. All other subjects, according to the 
instructions of the Education Department, are taught orally. No bookson those 
subjects are pares. If any books are used by the boys their teachers ought 
to blame. 
scribed text-books you get only 298 pages instead of Hirendra Babu’s 750 pages. 


ut even if you add the books on these subjects to the list of pre-— 
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Cannot a boy of ten or eleven years be expected to master the contents of: 
298 


es in two years? 
Mere is the list of text-books prescribed for the upper primary examina. 


tion in the Presidency Circle for the year 1896 :-— 


Pages, 
1. Charubodh, Part II _... vas hse 128 
2.. Sisuranjan Ramayan _... eee one 
8. Bangala Vyakaran (Bengali — v0 -— i 
4. History of Bengal (in Bengali) ... = o.. 
5. Geography (general knowledge) (in Bengali)... . 40 
6. Bangadeser Bibaran (in Bengali) ... in 55 
7. Arithmetic (Bengali) up to simple fraction ase 
8. Subhankari (Batsar Mahina, hat-o-foot kali and chalan 
9. Geometry (Bengali) 26 propositions... see oe 45, 
10. Mensuration (Bengali) ... “es ‘ae eve 60 
11. Krisi Sopan se ie ose os 
12. Swasthya Siksha _ ‘ea 
13. Swasthya Upay ‘iis 190 was »- 102 


Total a a. 


If you add to these the portions of Subhankart and arithmetic prescribed 


for the examination, you get only 985 pages instead of Hirendra Babu’s 2,000 
pages. 


The following is the list of the text-books prescribed for the middle 


vernacular examination :— 


Pages. 
Sahitya Sandarbha ne ose oe 119 
Kavita Prasun, Part IIT e } 
Vyakaran (Grammar) ... see 
arm : India (Bengali) sind 

. Geography . 

Physical Geograph y (Bengali)... in 
Arithmetic (Bengali)... ‘na asi ae 
Subhankari es 


. Geometry and Mensuration (Bengali 
10. Saral Padartha Vidya (Physical Science) 
ll. Swasthyaraksha ees ves 


£9 pO 


Ov of 


© 00 IS 


Total we. 1,369 


If you add to these the 25 pages of Subhankari ond 200 pages of arithmetic, 


you get only 1,594 pages. The middle English examination course consists 


of all the above books and 131 pages of English literature and additional 
100 pages of grammar. 


Is anything further necessary to prove that the allegations of Babu 
Hirendra Nath Datta are entirely unfounded? It is a matter of regret that 
he should condemn the Education Department without taking the trouble to 
sift his facts and figures to the bottom. It may perhaps not be known to 
him that during the last few years the courses for the examinations conducted 
directly by the Education Department have been made more or less easy and 


will be made easier if there be any necessity of doing so. I myself have to 
suggest some improvements in these courses :— 
(1) The practice of operating no text-books in English and Bengali 


Grammar, Hiscory, Geography, Physical Geography and Physical Science in 


the middle English and middle vernacular examinations should be given 
up. The practice is a source of great inconvenience to the students as it 
sometimes makes them read more books than one on these subjects. In 
Physical Science no two books agree in their use of scientific terms. It is 


most probably owing to a fear of the writers of text-books that the Educational 


authorities have been compelled to abstain from apvoint; ) 

Beka! 0 al ppointing text-books on the 
subject in question. But the criticism of writers of ek heake can be averted 
by gag ge Baguaenccen books on the same subject in different circles, 


(2) In the upper primar as nie , 
sii i ae Geitkaie nt y examination the authorities should appoint 


raphy, and Physical Science. 
books on Hygiene (Srasthya Deeps shock x gg eo 
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(3) In the lower primary examination candidates have to work sums in 
Kathakali and Bighakali. hat is, then, the use of burdening them with 
Mensuration which deals with the same subjects ? With Mensuration, Geography 
of India should also be given up. According to the lower primary exami- 
nation rule 8, no candidate is passed if he cannot score 25 per cent. of 
marks in each of the following subjects and 40 per cent. of marks in the 
aggregate :—(1) Nutan Path, handwriting, and deciphering of handwriting; 
2) Arithmetic, Subhankari and Mental Arithmetic ; (3) Mensuration and Zamin- 
ari accounts; (4) Swasthyaraksha. According to rule 9 successful candidates 
are sy ete in two classes only.. These two rules press very hard upon the 
can 
much easier. The lower primary examination rules ought to be made easy so 
that the candidates for 1t may be given the chance of passing the higher 
examinations. It will be very well if rules 11 and 12 of the upper primary 
examination be substituted for rules 8 and 9 of the lower primary examination. 
In my experience many candidates for the lower primary examination who 
have scored high marks in other subjects have been plucked for failing to 
secure 25 per cent. of marks in mensuration and zamindari accounts. Accord- 
ing to rule 1 of the upper primary examination no student who has not 
passed the lower primary examination is permitted to appear in the higher 
examination. This being the case, students should be given every facility for 
passing the lower primary examination. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


23. The Sahachar of the 15th July says that, judging from the report 

iis eee “Wie of the results of Dr. Haffkine’s cholera inocula- 

grant to Dr Haftkine  y * ~—tions, it will be inadvisable for the Calcutta Muni- 

Se cipality to discontinue its grant for carrying on the 

experiment. ‘T'o reject what: may turn out to be a prophylactic of cholera 
without giving it a sufficient trial will be an unwise act. 


24. With reference to the Lieutenant-Governor’s observations in his 
ae maa supply scheme, the Sanjivans of the 18th July writes 

as follows :— 

After Lord Ripon this country has not seen a ruler paying greater respect 
to public opinion than Sir Alexander Mackenzie. He was the right-hand man 
of Lord Ripon in drafting the Local Self-Government Bill. He is now going 
to extend the scope of an institution which he took so much pains to introduce 
into this country. In his last resolution on water-supply he has proposed to 


give the people the power to impose certain permissive taxes with the object of — 


improving the water-supply and drainage systems in the country. These 
proposed taxes will not be like the taxes in force. In villages subscriptions 
are raised on the occasion of marriage or other domestic ceremonies; the money 
thus raised is at present yey ay on nautches and barwaries. What the Lieute- 
nant-Gouvernor proposes to do is to empower the leading men in the villages 
to raise such subscriptions and spend them on the improvement of water-supply 
and other works of public utility. It is a pity that the public should fail to 
appreciate the Lieutenant-Governor’s good intention and treat these permissive 
taxes as obligatory. We support His Honour’s proposal with a whole heart. 
The sanitary condition of the country has so far deteriorated and scarcity of 
water is so keenly felt that people will die in thousands if some such measure 
as the one proposed by Sir Alexander Mackenzie is not passed. We have 
nothing to say to those whom the very name of anew tax seems to have 
frightened out of their wits. Let us, however, hope that the men of light and 
leading in the country—those that are said to be well-wishers of their country- 
men—will in one voice support the Lieutenant-Governor’s measure. 


25. Vhe Bangavasi of the 18th July thus comments on the Bengal 
aa og Government’s Resolution on the Report of the 
hee > tee Sanitary Commissioner, Bengal, for the year 
1895 :— | 
It is the heartfelt desire of the British Government to keep both the 


mind and body of its millions of subjects in sound health; but unfortunately its 


idates for this examination. ‘The rules for the other examinations are — 


Muzaffarpur speech regarding the proposed water- 


SAHACHAR, 
July 15th, 1896, 


SANJIVANI, 
July 18th, 1896. 


BANGAVAS!, 
July 1&th, 1896. 
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best efforts in this direction are seldom crowned with success. This is mainly 
due to its failing to understand the genius of the Hindu mind. Being an 
alien Government, it is not expected to fully ascertain in what the physical and 
mental well-being of its Hindu subjects consists. Our nature entirely differs 
from the European nature; our constitution from the European constitution, 
Hindu education is pre-eminently spiritual ; European education is essentially 
material. The former has for its object the development of the inner 
nature, the latter is chiefly concerned about the outer. The former, that is 
to say, is ingoing, while the latter is out-going. Under the pressure, there- 
fore, of European civilisation and European education the Hindu mind 
inevitably breaks down, and with the mind the body too gives way. For 
there is a close and intimate relation between the mind and the body. An 
alien education is weakening the Hindu’s mind, and is thereby exposing his 
body to the thousand and one ills which flesh is heir to. — 

The English Government is trying its best to improve the sanita 
condition of this country on the lines Jaid down by Western science. ‘The 
principles and theories of Western science, however, have not yet reached 
a higher stage than that of probability, and even conflicting and contra- 
dictory opinions are held regarding them. Western science is exclusively 
concerned with the material world, It does not and cannot penetrate the 
material surface and reach the finer entity which underlies it—the entity, 
that is, which is the source of all material existence and without which no 
matter could exist. It is because Western science ignores the existence 
of this finer entity and the influence it exercises on matter that it fails to 
promote the health of the Indian people. 

The British Government, however, spares no pains to promote the health 
of its people and improve the sanitary condition of the country. It has 
established a Sanitary Department which keeps a full account of the diseases 
and epidemics which prevail in the country, watches their progress and devises 
means to remove them or keep them in check. This department also 
periodically issues reports on the sanitary condition of the different provinces 
which give us a fair insight into the state of the country and the life led by 
the people. The report of the Sanitary Commissioner, Bengal, for the year 
1895 shows not only how mindful the British Government is about promoting 
the health of its people, but also why its best efforts in that direction end in 
miserable failure. The report also gives us an insight into the manners and 
habits of the Bengalis, their likes and dislikes and the life they lead. 

From this report we learn that during the period under review there was 
a decrease in the mortality from fever and cholera in Bihar. Mortality from 
these causes, however, increased in Bengal. In Orissa and Chota Nagpur 
there was low mortality from allcauses. The statistics of mortality, however, are 
ever changing, and need not affect our judgment one way or the other. The 
tables may be turned the next year. ‘Orissa and Chota Nagpur may show 
high, and Bengal may show low, mortality. In all districts except Patna there 
was a high birth-rate for which the Government is not certainly responsible. 
English education has to account for this, English education Be destroyed 
the faith of the peeple in their sastras. and they have given up Hindu manners 
and customs. ‘l'hey no longer observe the restraint on sexual intercourse on 
which the Hindu sustras lay so much stress. According to the Sanitary Com- 
missioner’s reports male births exceeded female births both in rural and in 
urban areas. In towns, however, male births ere greater than in villages. 
This is ascribed by the Sanitary Commissioner to the fact that in towns people 
marry later than in villages. ‘his theory of the Sanitary Commissioner gives 
one cause for apprehension. There is, however, nothing to justify this theory. 

We can show that many who have married early have given birth to more 
girls than boys, 
a best was in 1895 a decrease in the mortality from fever compared with 
. . god me i the _ Cause in the previous year. Death registration 
a even according to the official report. But even if we take the 
ot ie wo peed ee oe correct, they disclose something which ought to teach 
The sanitary ct cn vf ~ sanitary improvement of municipal towns. 
alcutta are said to be scientific and almost 


perfect, But it appears from the report that the death-rate in Calcutta 
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(39°66 per thousand) was much higher than the death-rate in the rural areas 
(32°92 per thousand). The authorities themselves admit that the sani 
condition of Oalcutta has very much deteriorated of late. Let the wise 
ude. | | | 
"Tiss the table given in the report, showing the mortality according to 
age, it appears that the death-rate was highest among old men and infants. 
The death-rate among infants is steadily rising. What is the reason of this? 
No remedy has been devised to check this infant mortality. In our opinion 
this infant mortality is due to excessive sexual indulgence, and there is no 
remedy for this evil if the Hindus themselves are not convinced of their folly, 
and do not learn to exercise the self-control and self-restraint enjoined in 
the sasiras. 

In 1895 as many as 2,049 persons were punished for neglecting to register 
births and deaths. In 1894 the number was 1,923. Twenty-six of the number 
punished were sentenced to imprisonment. Many were fined five rupees each. 
A high official is of opinion that such fines should be nominal and should not 
exceed 1to 4 annas, Most of the town and village people are not at all 
acquainted with the registration rules. The period of registration should be 
increased and the masses should be made fully acquainted with the registration 
rules. 

In Orissa mortality from cholera, bowel-complaints and small-pox is very 
high, This is, in the opinion of the Sanitary Commissioner, due to the 
congregation of pilgrims iu Puri and the consequent outbreak of epidemics. 
If this surmise is correct, why was the death-rate from cholera so high in 
Bengal proper? The Sanitary Commissioner observes:—‘‘ The improvement 
of the local water-supply in small towns and villages and its protection from 
outside. pollution will bring its own reward in a reduction of the disease,” 
How will the Sanitary Commissioner explain the prevalence of cholera and 
malaria in some of those towns on the riverside where there are very good 
arrangements for drainage and water-supply ? | : 

26. In his Monghyr speech, observes the Dainik-o-Samachar Chundrika ofthe 


19th July, the Lieutenant-Governor defended his 


a B ed os ees can water-supply scheme. ‘he proposed taxes, he said, 
sive taxation. were purely permissive in their character. No one 
would be able to force the peopleto pay these taxes, 
Why then this objection? But, why not? The taxes may be permissive in their 
character, but the people will be oppressed by those who will levy them—be the 
collecting medium the District Board, the Local Board, the Union Committee, 
or the punchayet. In collecting subscriptions for charitable purposes, such as 
the Dufferin Fund, people are sometimes ill-treated. A man of Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie’s administrative experience ought to know this. How can he say, 
then, that the people will not be oppressed by those who will levy a tax from 
them—be the tax a thousand times permissive in its character ? 
27. The Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandriké of the 23rd July writes as follows:— 
Municipal taxation in Calcutta is sure to increase. 
A loan of twenty lakhs has been announced, and 
a further loan of seventy lukhs is in contemplation. But not even seventy 
lakhs will suffice. Mr. Hughes has proposed to construct open drains in the 
added area. Itis undeniable that the circular canals have obstructed the 
drainage of Calcutta as well as the country to the east of it. Mr. Williams has 
told the Commissioners to find money for open drains. Dr. Simpson wants 
cheap fame. He says that his ony consists in finding out the causes of diseases, 
and that he has nothing to do with the question of drainage. A mehter, then, 
it seems, is a more useful officer than the Health Officer. As for the causes 
of diseases, how many such causes has Dr. Simpson discovered? 


Dr. Simpson. 


(g)—Railways and communications, including canals ad irrigation, 


28. <A correspondent of the Hitavadi of the 17th July complains of the 

| bad condition of the road leading from the post 

yeu bad road at Bangaon inthe office to the court at Bangaon in the Jessore 
Soop corneas district. Itis not known why a road at one ex- 
tremity of the village, which is but little used, has been metalled in preference 


to this important road. 


DAINIK-0-Sa MACHAR 
dr. CHANDRIKa, 


July 19th, 189 , 


DAINIK-O-SAMACHAR _ 


CHANDRIKA, 


HITAVADI, 
July 17th, 1896. 
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29, Another correspondent of the same paper reports that, on his way 

from Nalhati to Azimganj, two cows were run over, 
while a third narrowl ree the same fate. 
This was shocking to the Hindu passengers. Such accidents should be pre- 
vented by erecting wire fencings on both sides of the railway line. 


80. Another correspondent of the same paper complains that on the 4th 
July last some of the carriages of down trair 
No. 52, including the female carriage, stopped out- 
side the platform at Konnagar. Many intending female passengers could not 
therefore get into the train. Occurrences like these are very frequent. 


31. The Samay of the 17th July complains that at the Sealdah railway 
station no one is allowed to go to the platform 
without a ticket. This has proved a source of 
great hardship to women and to the old and infirm. If any one goes to the 
platform without a ticket he is roughly handled and insulted even by the 
railway peons. Babu Upendranath Chatterji, of 35, Mirzapore Street, went to 
the platform on the 2nd July last to see his old father off. He was helping his 
father into a carriage, when one Mr. White, a Eurasian Ticket Collector, asked 
him if he had a ticket. He answered in the negative, and begged the ticket- 
collector to allow him to wait a few minutes on the platform and see his father 
off. ‘Ihe ticket-collector had not the patience to hear him, and at once 
fell upon him, striking him with his fist. i en Babu took shelter behind the 
parcel clerk, but the ticket-collector pursued him there, and drove him out of 
the room, violently pushing him all the time, and saying that he was an old 
railway officer, and did not care two straws for the natives, and had the 
power to forcibly drive them out of the platform. Being alone, Upen Babu 
could not bring the incident to the notice of the Station Master or the Railway 
Police, The writer draws the attention of the railway authorities to the inci- 
dent, and asks them to punish the offending ticket-collector. 


32. The Sanjivani of the 18th July says that on the 5th July last Babu 
Upendranat ukerji, a pleader, was travelling 
with a daughter of twelve years in a railway car- 
riage on the East Indian Railway line, when a European Engineer, Henry 
Morris by name, was found embracing a native christian woman in the next 
compartment. Upendra Babu protested against the Engineer’s conduct, and 
lodged a complaint against him at the Railway Police Office, Howrah. The 
Railway Police made an enquiry and prosecuted the accused before Mr. 
Maguire, District Magistrate, Howrah, who, however, acquitted him on the 
ground that embracing a woman in public is not objectionable in the eye of 
Europeans. It may not be objectionable in the eye of Europeans for a man to 
embrace in public a woman who is not his wife, but inthe eye of the 
natives it is highly objectionable even to embrace one’s wife in public. 
‘To embrace a woman who is not a man’s wife is regarded in this country 
not only as misconduct, but also as adultery. Upendra Babu has made 
up his mind to move the High Court against the Howrah Magistrate’s decision. 
Embracing a woman ina railway carriage should not be permitted, even if it 
be not objectionable in the eye of Europeans. Forif such misconduct is tolerated, 
people will freely misbehave in railway carriages with the prostitutes in their 
company. 

33. A correspondent of the Rangavasi of the 18th J uly complains that the 
Tollygunge khal is in a very bad condition, and is 
gradually silting up. This silting upis being has- 
tened by the dredging of the Chetla dock, and by a large quantity of the mud 
and soil dredged out finding its way to the khal, and gradually raising the level 
of its bed, so that during ebb tide not even two feet of water remainin the ‘hal. 
The consequence is that big country boats, laden heavily with goods, cannot 
enter the khal, except during five days in the fortnight. The tradespeople do 


not venture to take delivery of their goods except during the spring tide, The 


taking delivery of goods is thus delayed by two, three, and even five 


days. If such is the condition of the khal during the rainy season, how will it 


ee ents the winter? If the chal is not soon dredged, its traffic will seriously 


Cows run over by trains. 


A railway complaint. 


A railway complaint. 


Misconduct in a railway carriage. 


The !ollygunge khal. 
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(h)— General. 


84. The Bankura Darpan of the 16th July says that though a zanana 
4 hospital has been built in Bankura town at a 

“nhs medical requirements of the cost, and a lady doctor on a salary of Rs. 50 a 

month has. been. placed in charge of it, patients are 

seldom seen to come there for treatment. The people of this district do not yet 

believe in female doctors, and cannot therefore place cases in their hands. 

One lady doctor for the whole district, besides, will do little good. Money 

devoted to such purposes will be better spent if a trained midwife on Rs. 10 

or Rs. 15 a month is kept for each thana in the district. The Civil Surgeon 
should consider this suggestion. . 


35. <A correspondent of the Hitavudi of the 17th Jul ae against 
The proposed extension of Act the proposal to extend Act v IT of 1885. to 
VIII of 1886 to Jalpaiguri. J alpaiguri. | 

(1) The tenants in Jalpaiguri are divided into the following classes, 
namely, jotedars, chukanidars or mulandars, daradar chukanidars and adhi 
tenants. Of these the dar-chukanidars, the daradar chukanidars and adhi 
tenants fall under the category of under-tenants and non-occupancy raiyats 
as defined in Act VIII of 1885. So when Act VIII of 1885 is extended 
to Jalpaiguri, these tenants will lose their present status, under Act X of 1859, 
as occupancy raiyats possessing the right of transferring their holdings. 

(2) Jotedars and others who often find it necessary to recover rent by 
legal process are mostly ignorant. They have also no proper rente-rolls, 
measurements or seseigt books, and they will, therefore, be ill-able to furnish 
such information about the area and boundaries of the land, in respect of 
which arrear of rent is claimed as it is necessary to give, under Act VIII of 
1885, in a plaint for arrear of rent. Many will thus be prevented from 
suing for arrear of rent. 

(3) Under sections 148, 150 and 151 of Act VIII of 1885, a tenant pro- 
posing to dispute his landlord’s claim to arrear of rent is required to 
deposit the whole of the claim or such part of it as the Judge may think fit. 
Now, this deposit will be out of the question for the tenants of Jalpaiguri, who 
are for the most part poor. 

(4) Rent suits are now tried in Jalpaiguri by Deputy Collectors. When 
Act VIII of 1885 is extended to Jalpaiguri, these suits will be tried by the 
Civil Courts. This will make the trial of such suits more expensive both to 
Government and the parties. When these suits will be tried by the Civil 
Court, two Munsifs will be required where only one suffices at present. 

(5) The proposed innovation is not necessary, as education has yet made 
but little progress among the people of Jalpaiguri. 


86. In continuation of its article on the management of the wards’ 

estates in Chittagong (R. N. P. of 18th June 

PN pang and discontent in 1896 paragraph 54), the Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 
ew 18th July writes as follows :— 

The manager, Kailas Babu, distributes the kitchen vegetables raised at the 

cost of the wards’ estates in the manner he thinks best, and makes a present 


Bankura Darran, 
July 16th, 1896. 


HIvTavaDI, 
J uly 17th, 1896. 


MrIHIR-0-SuDHAK aR, 
July 18th, 1896, 


of them tothe local officials and his friends. But the wards themselves are — 


not allowed to use them. On one occasion a ward having taken for his personal 
use one or two cauliflowers from the malee of his garden, the manager became 
extremely angry with the man, and most fully abused him. He went further, 
and abused and reprimanded the muharrir and sharistadar of the estate for 
not having taken any notice of the matter, and subsequently dismissed the malee 
and the muharrir. Such occurrences take place every day in the manager’s 
office, He constantly indulges in such terms of abuse as sdld, bdnchat, sukar, 
sukarer bdchcha, and bandir banchcha. It is only because the amla in his office 
are almost all of them men who have been dismissed from the service of 
Government or of private employers and are devoid of all sense of self-respect 
and independence that he finds it possible to abuse them in this way. If the 
Commissioner and the Collector take the trouble to make an enquiry, they 
will find that the above statement is not in the least exaggerated. These 
amla are in perpetual dread of dismissal. Indeed, there are very few among 
them who can show more than two or three years’ service. 


MIHIR-0-SUDHAKAR, 
July 18th, 1896. 


BANGAVASI, 
July 18th, 1896. 


Dacca GAZETTE, 
July 20th, 1896, 
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But though the employés in the manager's office are dismissed for y 
trifling faults, they can easily get themselves reinstated. A present of one 
or two xatla fish to the manager is enough for the purpose of getting an 
order of dismissal cancelled. In one tahsil of the Surendrabijoy estate no 
less than eight tahsildars were changed in the space of three months. The 
manager should be asked to explain why he is constantly using the horse and 
conveyance which were purchased for the use of Joges Babu, the ward of the 
Nayantara estate. a 

37. A correspondent of the same paper writing from Lakhtakia, Gauhati, 
says that on the 26th June last a tahsildar named 
Munshi Yunnus Ali invited the Muhammadan 
gentlemen of the place, and. asked their opinion on 
the following proposals of the Government of India, namely, (1) whether, in 
consideration of the fact that the matwaifs or mwallims, appomted in Mecca by the 
Sultan, on various pretexts extort money from pilgrims, 1t would not be 
advisable for the Government of India to appoint matwatfs or mwallims from 
among its own Indian Musalman subjects for guiding Indian pilgrims through 
the various religious ceremonies which have to be performed in Mecca; (2) 
whether it would not be advisable to make it necessary for every pilgrim to 
take out a passport in Jedda; (3) whether it would not be advisable to 
register pilgrims at Jedda; and (4) whether it would not be proper to compel 
every pilgrim to purchase a return ticket. 

As regards the first suggestion, no one sees any necessity for the change 
proposed, as old as well as new /ajjis have borne unanimous testimony to the 


Certain ———- of the Gov- 
ernment of India regarding Mecca 
pilgrims. 


satisfactory state of the existing arrangement in Mecca in this respect. 


The passport system already in existence is quite sufficient; the innovation 
proposed will only involve pilgrims in expense. i 

The proposed registration cannot be approved, as it will be calculated to 
cause loss of time to pilgrims, and will thereby throw obstacles in the way of 
their arriving in Mecca in time to perform the necessary religious ceremonies. 

As for the suggestion about compelling pilgrims to purchase return-tickets, 
no pressure should be put on any pilgrim in this respect, but everybody should 
be left free to consult his own convenience and the condition of his purse. 

'The fact is, that Musalmans do not like to have their pilgrimage hedged 
round with a multiplicity of conditions and restrictions. They fear lest, like 
the quarantine system, the proposed rules should prove more mischievous than 
beneficial in their character. st year, owing to the operation of the quaran- 
tine rules, all the pilgrims had to come back without performing the hyjj. 

The British Consul in Jedda is said to be the author of the above sugges- 
tions. But that authority, if he has any real sympathy with Muhammadan 
pilgrims, should first try to have the quarantine rules withdrawn. Those rules 
were introduced by the Turkish Government with a good object, but the 
have become a failure in the hands of the officers who have been entrusted wit 
their working. The wicked and inhumane treatment to which pilgrims are 
subjected by Jewish doctors is perfectly appalling. The British Government 
should in pity for its pilgrim subjects request the Porte to withdraw the rules. 
If they are withdrawn, pilgrims will gladly continue to pay all the fees which 
have now to be paid ak in them. 


38. The Bangavasi of the 18th July writes as follows:— 


— “It is only by knowing what local wants are,” 
iat omcials knowledge of locll Ghaseved ra Py States, Mlobonsih in his Patna 
a speech, “that good administration is possible.” 
This is too true. But unfortunately touring officials never mix with the 
people, or try to know through their constituted leaders what their local wants 
are. How, then, are they to know the true state of affairs in the country ? 
it is through the medium of the police that their knowledge of the country is 
derived, and the Indian police, it is well known, often gives the Magistrates 
distorted accounts of what takes place in the country. Will the Lieutenant- 
Governor kindly undertake to ascertain if this charge against the police is correct ? 

89. The Dacca Gazette of the 20th July does not wonder why, whilst 

A suggestion for redistribution 2° People of Chittagong are so unwilling to cut 
of territory. off their connection with Bengal, some influential 
people in Bihar should desire to transfer their 
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allegiance to the Lieutenant-Governor of the North-Western Provinces. But 


will Government never understand this? There 1s no doubt that it is a possible 
disadvantage to certain Bihar districts to remain under the Bengal Govern- 


ment. It would be right to reduce the Lieutenant-Governorship of Bengal by 
transferring those districts to the North-Western Provinces. 


JII.— LEGISLATIVE. 


40. A question was raised, observes the Bangavasit of the 18th July, in 
the Bengal Legislative Council, in connection with 
the alleged pollution of the water of the Hooghly, 
by filth discharged into the river by the mills on 
both sides of it above and below Calcutta. The 
official reply was that steps would be taken to mitigate the evil after consulta- 
tion with the Sanitary Board. The reply was not satisfactory. The Govern- 
ment 1s ——s solicitous, at least in word, about the health of the people, and 
has proposed the imposition of new taxes for the improvement of village 
sanitation. It is true that European merchants and mill-owners are interested 
in the question, but still the Government ought not to have replied in the way 
it has done. The opinion of Dr. Dyson, the Sanitary Commissioner, and of 


The question of the pollution 
of the Hooghly water in the Legis- 


lative Council, 


Mr. Walsh, Special Inspector of Factories, does not seem to be correct and 


reliable. In the opinion of the Government Chemical Analyser, the water of 
the Bally éhal is polluted by filth, discharged by the paper mills, and is totally 
unfit for use. The Sanitary 
contains no bacilli or microbes. Mr. Walsh, too, readily supports this opinion. 
The European mill-owners have now come eee ‘a maintain that the 
river water is nowhere polluted by the discharges from their mills. Strange 
opinion this! So the bruntof the agitation for sanitary improvement is to be 
borne by the villages alone! It is not difficult to foretell what is likely to 
come of the official enquiry promised by the Government, 

41. Like the Amrita Bazar Patrika the Dain:k-o-Samachar 


Babu Surendra Nath Banerji in 
the proposed water-supply legisla- 
tion. 


against falling into Mr. Risley’s 


Legislative Council, and is sitting on all Committees. If he comes under 
Mr. Risley’s mnfluence, he will knowingly and willingly do in the water-suppl 

business what he knowingly and willingly did in the drainage—that is, he will 
first support and then oppose. It cannot be good if Mr. Risley has even given 
the hint that if the proposed taxes are not agreed to the road cess will be 
doubled. But that is no reason why the new proposal should be supported. 
What is bad for the country must be opposed, no matter whether the author- 
ities hear you or not. 
Alexander Mackenzie. His Honour’s explanation of the character which he 
means to give to the proposed taxes has given satisfaction to many, but not 
to us. We have no faith in the self-governing bodies, especially because there 


Commissioner, however, says that this water — 


Like the Patrika we expect a fair decision from Sir 


is not a self governing body which is not subservient to the officials. Sir 
Charles Elliott proposed to place his drainage scheme in the hands of the 
District Boards, and yet that scheme was opposed. ‘T'he fact is, new taxes 
will be imposed, whoever the party that imposes them. If new taxes cannot 
be dispensed with, the trades, &c., should be taxed. There will be no end of 
oppression if social aud religious ceremonies are taxed. 


IV.—NATIVE STATES. 


49. The Ducca Prakush of the 19th July says that as soon as Mr. Oldham 

2 has been transferred from the Commissionership 

The Tripura Prakash and the of the Chittagong Division, and Mr. Carlyle from 
er ee the District Magistrateship of Tippera, the Tripura 
which was brought to its senses by Mr. Oldham’s lashes, 

has again taken to its old trick of carping at the existing administration of 
the Tippera State, with the object of serving its own selfish ends. It 1s, indeed, 
dificult for the conductors of that paper to resist the temptation of seeking to 
throw the affairs of that State into disorder, when by so doing they can make 


Prakash newspaper, 


BaNGAV Ast, 


Chandrika of Darux-o-SamacHar 
the 23rd July warns Babu Surendra Nath Banerji 
snare. The 
Patrika’s suspicion is not groundless, seeing that 
Babu Surendra Nath is rising into favour in the 


CHANDRIKA, 


Dacoa PRaKASH, 
July 19th, 1896. 
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a fortune and establish themselves in lucrative posts in the State. They have 
therefore again been trying to gain their object by misleading the new Com. 
missioner and the new Magistrate. But as both Mr. Skrine and Mr, Radice are 
upright and coolheaded men, it will probably uot be long before the minutes and 
reports written by their predecessors will put them on their guard, and enable 
them to know what the attempts of the TZripura Prakash to discredit the 
Tippera administration mean. 

It is a perfectly gratuitous statement of the Tripura Prakash that, whilst 
Umakanta Babu reduced the debt of the Tippera State in two years by 
Rs. 5,59,611, the present administration has paid off only Rs. 90,000. What 
Umakanta Babu psid off was Rs. 2,71,6235-6 in 1300T.S., and 
Rs. 2,41,526-2-7 in 1301T.S., or a total of Rs. 0,13,154-8-1, and not 
Rs. 5,59,611, as stated by the Zripura Prakush, whilst the present ad ministra- 
tion has paid off Rs. 4,01,425-10-11. These figures can be verified from the 
Administration Reports of the Bengal Government and the Tippera State. 

Under the present administration not only have upwards of four lakhs of 
debt been discharged, but the State has met a number of extraordinary items 
of expenditure, amounting each to a very large sum. ‘The survey and settle- 
ment of the zamindari, the building of a new palace, the construction of an iron 
bridge, the marriage of more than a dozen members of the royal family, and 
the expenses of the Maharaja’s treatment during his late illness, have cost the 
: State several lakhs during the last three years, and still there is a surplus of 
| about two lakhs in the treasury. If Umakanta Babu had to meet even one 

nh such item, he would probably not have been able to make hoth ends meet, much 
less to pay off any debts. ‘The fact is that the new efficient administration has 
effected such an improvement in the revenues that it has been possible to 
undertake or meet such extraordinary items of expenditure. The flourishin 
condition of the State has, however, filled the Tripura Prakash with jealousy, 
and makes it rave like a mad man. It does not see why so much money was’ §& 
{ ‘wasted on a new palace, on an iron bridge or on marriages.” But were these 
1. expenses unnecessary? No one who is not determined to shut his eyes to 
tele improvements in the administration effected by the Jubraj and the Bara 
i. Thakur, or at all events to speak ill of them, will say that they were. 


V.— PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


. 43. Acorrespondent of the Bangavasi of the 18th July complains of 
ANGAVASI, * ~~ * * * = 4 * 
July 18th, 1896, ics eS scarcity in Hatiadwip, a village in Noakhali. 
Scarcity ‘in_Hatiadwip in the’ here was no crop last year, and in this year the 

Noakhali district. 


ralyats had not sufficient money to enable them 
to till their fields to the fullest extent. One-third of the arable land was 


consequently left fallow. The aus crop of this year has been totally destroyed 
by the flood of the 27th June, and the raiyats have nothing left to enable them 
to prepare the soil for the aman crop. The scarcity is so great that only the 
other day two men were about to put an end to their lives, and thus save them- 


selves and their family from starvation. Rice boiled and unboiled is being 
stolen. In the Hatia market rice is selling at Rs. 6 per maund. 


V1I.—MiscELLANEOUS. 


an NO 44, The Hublul Mateen of the 13th July has the following :— 


July 18th, 1896. The Shias of Calcutta have up to the present 


d no objection to the Mohsin Fund being 
devoted to the education of the Sunni Muham- 
madans. Although they have a right to interfere with this use of the fund, 
they have forborne to exercise this right simply because they want to live on 
friendly terms with their Sunni co-religionists. But some selfish men who are 
desirous of serving their private ends by creating a quarrel between Shias and 
Sunnis pretend to claim for the Sunnis an exclusive right to the Mohsin Fund. 


We appeal to the sense of justice of t iti +t 
tosay under what right the? ce of the British Government, and want 


: at _ the Sunnis can have preference over the Shias in the 
pe ep ga My : ; gr in the Hooghly Imambara. The Shia community 
if the «ag a y withdraw their claims to the endowment of the Imambara, 

+ sana Can issue a faiwa, declaring that it is lawful for the Sunnis 


The Trusteeship of the Hoogh] : 
Imambara. ’ ey raise 


ae 


. te 3 


to observe the ceremonies which the late Hajji Mahammad Mohsin required to 
be performed in his Imambara. 

The agitators assert their claim to the endowment by saying that Haj ji 
Mohsin was a Sunni by persuasion in utter disregard of the fact that the very 
circumstance of the Imambara having been established by him proves him to 
have been a Shia. The Sunnis as a community have, as a matter of fact, no 
intention of making an encroachment on the right of their Shia co-religionists. 
It is only some selfish men who want to have Mr. Ahsanuddin appointed to the 
Trusteeship of the Imambara that have written the series of articles in the 
Statesman nowspaper. They want to benefit themselves at the cost of the 
Muhammadan community. | 

45, The Sahachar of the 15th July says that the Lieutenant-Governor 

Sir Alexander Mackenzie's visit id well to go to Gaya with the object of seeing if 
to Gaya. there were proper lodging-houses and necessary 
sanitary arrangements for the vast number of pilgrims who visit the place, and 
of bringing about a reconciliation between Hindus and Buddhists, Hindus and 
Musalmans, and Shiahs andSunnis. The interposition of a Lieutenant-Governor, 
and especially that of an upright and impartial Lieutenant-Governor like Sir 
Alexander Mackenzia, is better calculated than the advice and mediation of an 
other man to put an end to the quarrels between t’1e different religious bodies 
in Gaya. The speech which His Honour addressed to them will do great good. 

46. The same paper says that, considering the ability and independence 

A memorial in honour of Sir With which Sir Comer Petheram has filled the Chief 
Comer Petheram. Justiceship of the Calcutta High Court, the public 
should, as a token of gratitude, take steps to commemorate his name—an object 
towards the fulfilment of which both the rich and the poor will undoubtedly 
contribute. Most people appear to like the idea of establishing a University Law 
Scholarship. The form the memorial ought to take should be determined in 
a public meeting. ‘There can be no question that some memorial should be 
established in Sir Comer’s honour; and the High Court Vakils should take the 
initiative in the matter. 

47. The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 16th July has the 

The Muhammadan protest following — 
against Mr. LeMesurier’s dismissal. About nine thousand Muhammadans of .Ceylon 
petitioned the Secretary of State for the colonies protesting against the dismissal 
from the Civil Service of Mr. LeMesurier for having accepted Islam and married 
a Muhaummadan girl, Mr. Chamberlain, in reply to the question on the subject, 
said that all respectable Muhammadans in Ceylon refused to sign the petition. 
This implies that the petition has been rejected. The dismissal of Mr. 
LeMesurier certainly gave the Musalmans cause for dissatisfaction, or nine 
thousand of them would not have signed the petition. It does not become an 
enlightened Government like that of the English to drop the matter on the 
flimsy pretext that respectable Muhammadans did not join in the protes!. ‘lhis 
act of the Government’s has hurt the feelings of the Muhammadans. 

48. The Aitavadi of the 17th July says that arts, agriculture and com- 

merce have all declined in India. Dacca no longer 

Decline of ae agriculture and weaves her famous muslins, native cutlers no longer 
ass sntttealen cca forge such fine cutlery as they once forged, calico- 
printing, for which India was once famous, is as good as a lost art, and the 
descendants of the workmen, who made the Taj, have left none who have 
inherited their skill, A foreign Government, the competition of foreign manu- 
facturers, distaste for technical education, and want of facilities for such 
education, all these have combined to bring about this deplorable decadence 
of Indian art and industry. | 

Crops are indeed abundant, but foreign buyers have enhanced their price, 
so that the people of the country cannot buy them. Increased prices of crops 
have not, however, improved the condition of the cultivators, for simulta- 
neously with the rise in the price of crops there has been a rise in the price of 
other articles. ‘Those who are acquainted with the real condition of the cult- 
vators know how deplorable it is. 

Want of capital is a bar to commerce on an extensive scale. But what is 
an even greater obstacle in the wa of commercial progress is want of honesty. 
The failure of tho Bengal Banking Corporation for want of honesty, care aud 


SAHACHAR, 
July 15th, 1896, 


SAHACHAR. 


DARUSSALTANAT 
AND URDU GUIDE, 


July 16th, 1896. 


HITAVADTI, 
July 17th, 1896. 


SANJIVANI, 


July 18th, 1896. 


SANJIVANI. 


at aw 


BAaNGAVASI, 


July 18th, 1896. 


Hinpi BaNngavasl, 
July 20th, 1896. 


( 728 ) 


discretion on the part of its Directors has created in the country quite a dread 
about all joint-stock enterprise. 

49. The Sanjivani of the 18th July learns from a correspondent of the 
Amirta Bazar Patrika that lately the Maharaja of 
Krishnagar went to pay a visit to Mr. Westmacott, 
Commissioner of the Presidency Division, during 
The Maharaja was made to wait for an hour and a 


The Mahsraja of Krishnagar 
insulted by the Presidency Com- 
missioner. 


his stay at that town. 


half in the compound of the Magistrate’s house, and at last the reply came that 


the Commissioner had no leisure to see the Mabaraja. The Krishnagar Raj 
family is held in great esteem in Bengal, and it has from the very beginning of 
British rule in this country been respected by the Government. The Lieuten- 
ant-Governor himself would not have treated the Maharaja in this shabby way. 
But Mr. Westmacott does not hesitate to treat him with scant courtesy. The 
Maharaja has not committed any offence for which he should have been treated 
in this insulting way. The only thing that might be construed into an offence 
on his part is that he allowed the last Bengal Provincial Conference to hold its 
sittings in his natmandir. It isto be hoped that the Lieutenant-Governor will 
do justice to the Maharaja. 


50. Referring to the Lieutenant-Governor’s reply to the address of the 
Tirhut indigo planters, the same paper observes that 
His Honour ought not to have placed implicit faith 
in the reports of the Settlement Officers who assure 
him that the planters are on very good terms with their raiyats. The Indigo 
Planters’ Association has never bean known t9 have taken the side of the people. 
No one will say that the planters are incarnations of justice and righteousness, 
There are few public officers in Tirhut who are not on the most intimate terms 
with the indigo planters, and do not take part in sports and amusements with 
them. It is not to be expected that these officers should ever find fault with 
their planter friends, who treat them with great hospitality. It 1s a weakness 
of human nature to be partial to one’s friends, 1s it too much to say that the 
Tirhut officers are not in a position to do justice to the razyats, when that will 
go against the planters who are too dear and near to their hearts? The 
Lieutenant-Governor, therefore, ought not to have placed unbounded confidence 
in the Settlement Officers’ praise of the indigo planters. The writer speaks 
from his own experience, supported by the testimony of trustworthey men 


when he says that the Tirhut raiyats are oppressed and ill-treated by the 
indigo planters. 


51, The Bangavasi of the 18th July says that the Maharaja of Krishnagar 

The Maharaja of Krishnagar lately went to pay a visit to Mr. Westmacott, 
insulted by the Presidency Com- Commissioner of the Presidency Division, during 
missioner. his stay at that town. It is said that the Maharaja 
was made to wait for an hour, and was then dismissed with the reply, communi- 
cated through the orderly, that the Commissioner had no leisure, and could not 
see the Maharaja, This insult to the Maharaja has offended the people of the 
whole Nadia district. In the opinion of many, the Maharaja has incurred the 
displeasure of the Commissioner, most probably because he took a leading 
part in the late Bengal Provincial Conference which held it sittings in the 
natmandir of his palace. This assumption does not seem to be altogether un- 
founded, The members of the old aristocracy in this country ought to be a 
little more discerning and circumspect in their dealings with men who can make 
the son of a chaprasi a Maharaja in no time. They ought to study the spirit of 
the age and allow themselves to be guided by it. The Maharaja has suffered 
because he was fated to suffer. But Mr. Westmacott’s manliness is of a kind 
which people will never forget. In their opinion a man so monty ought not 


to be entrusted with the task of Povernment. [| : : 
, - In this country tbe soverel 
and his representatives are looked upon as divine incarnations. id en 


52. The Hindi Bangavasi of the 20th July says that the Musalmans of 

Castrating sacred bulls. anipor in peroeanes bsTs taken to the practice of 

rating sacred bulls and loying them in 
drawing carts. <A Hind B employing 
belonging to the institutio Owner of a dharmashala, who objected to a bull 


n being thus treated, was fined Rs. 4 by the local 
Court, and was made to accept Rs. 7 as the price ‘of the bull. It is 2 fe that 


The Lientenant-Governor and 
the indigo planters of Tirhut. 
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under Sir Alexander Mackenzie the Hindus will no more be subjected to such 

oppress10n. 

ia 58. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 22nd July writes as follows :— Dannr-o-Samacnar 

7 If the Lieutenant-Governor’s Monghyr speech  _CHANDRIKA, 
a — —— gga reply has not taught the Musalmans a lesson, his Bhagal- 7° “0 1%. 

eae ast pur speech should. During: Sir Charles Elliott’s 

rule the Musalmans were as a rule treated with indulgence. They always 

prayed for favour, and Sir Charles encouraged favouritism. He always advised 

officials to show special favour to particular sects and communities. ‘The 
Musalmans are a backward community. The Hindus are much better off. 
Musalmans should, therefore, be favoured more than the Hindus.” Some such 

words as these were always in the mouth of the Musalmans as well as of the 

officials during Sir Charles Elliott’s rule. The Musalmans of Monghyr couched 

their address in their familiar tone, and the Lieutenant-Governor plainly 

expressed his disapproval of it. But the Lieutenant-Governor’s warning not- 
withstanding, the Shageheer Musalmans spoke in the same strain in their 

address. This displeased Sir Alexander Mackenzie. Huis Honour said that 

‘as regards the Muhammadan address he need gay very little. If they would 

study the language of the people of Bengal and educate themselves up to the 

same standard as their Hindu brethren, there was no earthly reason why they 

should not get as large a share of Government appointments as Hindus. He 

did not like the phrase in the address: ‘The diverse and conflicting interests of 

various communities over which your Honour rules,’”” These words were used 

in the address no doubt with the object of winning over His Honour to the 

Musalman side. But Sir Alexander Mackenzie has seen through the motive 

of the address. He will never be guilty of partiality, and will not allow his 
subordinates to be partial in their dealings with the people. He will follow 

the straight path of justice, The Lieutenant-Governor has entitled himself to 

the thanks of the people, and even good Musalmans will praise him. Justice 

is the best policy. Partiality throws obstacles in the path of the Government. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengali Translator. 
BENGALI T'RANSLATOR’s OFFICE, 


The 25th July 1896. 
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